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Years 1/2 – Spring Term 1 - What is dynamics and tempo and how can I create this?  

1. How can you move differently to music? 

Intent Children will be able to describe the differences between pieces of music, using 

musical vocabulary.  

Implementation Play children 4 classical compositions of music: Alessia Vivaldi: Vivaldi’s Storm, 

Beethoven: Moonlight Sonata, Holst: Venus from the planets and Prokofiev: Dance 

from the Knights (one at a time and listening first) Ask the children to move 

around the hall in a way that reflects the piece of music. Discuss the different 

actions and how the music made the children feel. Model the key vocabulary of 

music, tempo, dynamics and pitch and highlight these in the music.  

Show children pictures of different animals and ask them to move around the hall 

in a way they think reflects their character. Discuss movements and expressions 

and children to copy examples. Finally, in pairs children to discuss how the animal 

would speak/sing if it had a voice. Volunteers to share their ideas.  

2. How can we sing expressively? 

Intent Children to maintain the pulse through clapping and actions.  

Children will sing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy 

Implementation Introduce children to the songs The Animals Went in Two by Two and 

Going to the Zoo. Discuss with children the dynamics and tempo of the songs and 

how they build to get faster and louder. Once children are confident with the 

songs introduce the actions.  

3. Which percussion instrument best represents the character of an animal? 

Intent Children to reason as to why a percussion instrument best shows feature of chosen 

animal.  

Implementation  Introduce a range of percussion instruments to the class. Show the children a 

picture of one of the animals (from lesson 1) and ask pairs to trial and choose an 

instrument that best represents the animal and to explain their choice. Repeat 

activity with the different animals.  

4. How can we sing expressively? 

Intent Children to maintain the pulse through clapping and actions.  

Children will sing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy 

Implementation Children to sing the songs with actions from last week. Discuss musical terminology 

and where the changes occur in the songs.  

Introduce children to the songs Everywhere Around Me and Going Over the Sea. 

Discuss with children the dynamics and tempo of the songs and how they build to 

get faster and louder. Once children are confident with the songs introduce the 

actions.  

 

5. What is musical composition? 

Intent Children will create a story for an animal using percussion instruments.  

Implementation Children to listen and watch the story of Peter and the Wolf by Sergi Prokofiev 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZX_fuAcS58&t=42s Discuss how the 

instruments portray the range of characters and animals and how clear it is from 

the tempo, dynamics and pitch we understand what is happening in the story.  

Show the class pictures about a lion, sleeping, stretching, chasing a zebra etc. 

Children to work in groups and using instruments create their own story of the 

lion.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZX_fuAcS58&t=42s


6. What is musical composition? 

Intent Children will create a story for an animal using percussion instruments.  

Implementation Children to rehearse and practise their story of the lion in preparation for 

performing it to their classmates. Children to evaluate the groups story and use 

the vocabulary of pitch, tempo and dynamics within their appraisals.   

Sing songs with actions children have been practising over the half term.  

Impact Children will listen to a range of compositions and explain the differences 

between the pieces and explore how within the music they can represent 

different elements of a story. Using instruments, children will create their 

own musical composition telling a story.  

Children will learn a variety of songs and how they can sing expressively using 

tempo, dynamics, instruments and actions.   
 



Years 3/4 – Spring Term 1 – What is a pentatonic scale? 

1. How many notes are on a pentatonic scale? 

Intent Children will know what a pentatonic scale is and how this scale links to Chinese 

music.  

Implementation Remind children of The Story of Nian https://video.link/w/wWhQb and how music 

is important is important in Chinese New Year.  

Listen pieces of Chinese music: The Dragon Dance https://video.link/w/vGhGb and 

then festive music to celebrate Chinese New Year 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCjsuxzcl2k Discuss what the children can 

hear and instruments used. Focus particularly on the repetition of the melody and 

how the notes are repeated. Discuss a pentatonic scale which has 5 notes and how 

these have been used to create a melody.  

Show children these examples of famous songs which shows pentatonic scales (58 

seconds – 2:30) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGpUscFY9RA&t=58s 

2. Which parts of songs are examples of a pentatonic scale? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control,  

demonstrating developing vocal technique. 

 

Implementation Introduce children to the song We Will Rock You and discuss the notes played and 

where the pentatonic scale within the song is. Children to practise singing the song. 

Repeat with the song Amazing Grace.  

3. Which notes make up a pentatonic scale? 

Intent Children will understand what notes make up a pentatonic scale and begin to play 

pentatonic melodies.  

Children will begin to read and play staff notation.   

 

Implementation Introduce children to the C major pentatonic scale (using staff notation), discuss 

why there are two note Cs.  Children to each have a glockenspiel and practise the 

scale. Show different pieces of music and children to practise the different 

melodies.   

4. Which type of music do I prefer singing? 

Intent Children will sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control,  

demonstrating developing vocal technique. 

 

Implementation  Children will practise singing songs from previous singing assembly. Introduce, 

Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Skye Boat Song and Oh Susanna. Discuss the different 

genres of music and which the children prefer.  

5. What is a pentatonic melody? 

Intent Children will understand what notes make up a pentatonic scale and create and 

write a pentatonic melody.  

 

Implementation Children to work in groups of 4 and create their own pentatonic melody using the 

notes CDEGA and write them on the specific grid (or on a musical stave.) called 

Enter the Dragon. They will be creating a calm approach at first and then a louder 

sound with other percussion instruments, for when the dragon arrives, like scaring 

Nian in the story. Children to complete 4 phrases which will make up a melody; 

Children to practise their melodies.    

https://video.link/w/wWhQb
https://video.link/w/vGhGb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCjsuxzcl2k


6. What makes a good performance? 

Intent Children will perform their pentatonic melodies and evaluate other performances.  

Implementation Children to rehearse their Enter the Dragon pieces and improve if needed. Groups 

to then perform their pieces to one another. Each group evaluates their own work 

before inviting the other pupils to comment. Children comment on the piece of 

music itself and on the way it was performed 

Impact Children will understand what a pentatonic scale is and what notes make 

up the scale. They will be able to name pieces of music which have 

examples of the scale and sing songs in a variety of musical styles with 

accuracy and control, demonstrating developing vocal technique. Children 

will create their own pentatonic melodies and perform them in front of 

an audience, evaluating one another’s performances.  
 



Years 5/6 – Spring Term 1 - What impact does music have in film? 

1. Which films have iconic music? 

Intent Children to understand the term ‘iconic music’ and the effect music has on films. 

To begin to identify how different styles of music contribute to the feel of a film. 

Implementation Ask the children what they know about film music, and to think of films that have 

iconic music. Discuss the differences between musicals and films that have music 

that adds to the mood instead: eg Harry Potter Star Wars, Jurassic World – share 

the music with the children. Discuss how film music is played by an orchestra with 

sound effects created by individual instruments or special technology and how the 

music compliments the dialogue and action.  

Children to listen to 5 tracks and ask the children to write down what emotion or 

action they think each one was portraying. Discuss answers.  

2. Which films have iconic music? 

Intent Children will sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy, control, fluency 

and a developing sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes. 

Implementation Play children the opening of My Heart will Go On from Titanic to see if children 

recognise the song and the film it relates too. Discuss the tempo and dynamics of 

the song and the sweeping melodies to portray the romantic element. Children to 

learn and sing the song.  

Repeat activity this time focusing on Mama Mia and discussing the contrasts of the 

two songs. Children to learn and sing the song. 

3. How does the soundtrack create tension? 

Intent Children will be able to identify different instruments and explain why they have 

been chosen for that point in the film. 

Implementation Children to watch sections of the animation Wallace & Gromit: A Close Shave by 

Aardman Animations. Stop the film at 1 minute 40 and model how the music has 

created tension. Point out that the music (soundtrack) is different from the sound 

effects. Sound effects include snoring and the sound of a knife hitting the floor, 

but the soundtrack is the music played by orchestral instruments.  

Continue watching the film. Pause at the following points to discuss the music.   

4. What emotions does the music evoke? 

Intent Children will sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression. 

Implementation Listen to the following pieces and discuss what films they are from and what the 

music is depicting Monty Norman: James Bond Theme and Jaws Theme (the attack) 

Sing the songs learnt from the previous week and introduce two new songs Wind 

Beneath My Wings (Beaches) and Can’t Help Falling In Love With You (Blue Hawaii) 

5. What is a graphic score? 

Intent Children will understand what a graphic score is and begin to make suggestions of 

sounds which represent the symbols on a graphic score 

Implementation Show children an example of a graphic score and ask the class to discuss what they 

see. Point to aspects of the score and ask children to suggest sounds that this 

might represent. Conduct the graphic score pointing from left to right.  

Children work in pairs and have a copy of 5 different examples of graphic scores. 

The children spend a few minutes discussing what the symbols might mean, which 

parts of the graphic score show the melody going higher and lower, which parts 

might show loud, low, short sounds etc. 



Play through each of the music bites and ask the pairs to match each sound bite to 

one of the graphic scores. Pairs to feedback their ideas to the class. (With graphic 

scores, no answer is ‘wrong’, everybody interprets music differently. The children 

must argue why they think each score represents each piece of music.) 

6. Which sounds work best and why? 

Intent Children will create their own musical ideas and relate them to film music.  

Implementation Children to choose from a selection of instruments and work in groups. Discuss 

ideas for sounds they could make to represent a ‘danger!’ scene. Explain that these 

could be: Short, loud sounds. High, clashing notes playing at the same time. Getting 

faster (accelerando) and louder (crescendo). Repeated urgent drumming sounds. 

Encourage the children to use their voices and body percussion to make different 

sounds too. 

Give each group a scene to create e.g. love scene, sadness, chase scene etc, using 

instruments, voices and body percussion. Groups to rehearse their scene.  

Each group to perform their composition, whilst the rest of the class work out 

which scene they have created and why they think that.  

Impact Children will recognise and confidently discuss the stylistic features of 

music and relate it to other aspects of the Arts – films. Children will 

understand what graphic notation is and begin to read and link symbols 

to pieces of music.   
 



Years 1/2 – Spring Term 2 – What does call and response mean?  

1. What are the sounds on an African safari?  

Intent Children will listen to different sounds and use the correct terminology to 

describe what they can hear.  

Implementation Discuss with the class what a safari is and show pictures of different scenes. 

Discuss what sounds they think they would hear if they were there. Play audio clips 

of different animals and in pairs children to work out which animal is making the 

sound and to describe it.   

2. What is call and response? 

Intent Children will understand the term call and response and learn songs following this 

structure. They will begin to know the history, origins, and cultures of the songs 

they are learning.      

Implementation Play the song Kye Kye Kule. Children to discuss the origins of the songs and what 

they notice about the structure (Ghanaian tribe song) Explain how the leader is 

the ‘call’ and response is the chorus (simple terms) Children to practise the song, 

music teacher to be the lead.  

3. How do I show different rhythms? 

Intent Children will begin to identify written rhythms. 

Implementation Explain to the children they will be going on a music safari, listening to Kevin 

Macleod – Accralate and seeing animals on their way. Walk around the classroom to 

visit the animals displayed, as they approach the different pictures discuss which 

animals would suit fast rhythms and which would suit slow. Which ones would suit 

loud music and which quiet? Model short clapping rhythms for each animal e.g. 

elephant - stamp, stamp, stamp, trumpet – children to repeat it back.  

Display and discuss the written rhythms for each animal.   

4. What is call and response? 

Intent Children will understand the term call and response and learn songs following this 

structure. They will begin to know the history, origins, and cultures of the songs 

they are learning.      

Implementation Children to sing the song Kye Kye Kule, with different groups being the lead.  

Introduce children to Day Oh (Jamaican folk song) Children to practise the song and 

once confident add in drums to the rhythm.   

5. How can I create my own call and response? 

Intent Children will create their own call and response phrases (for animals) using untuned 

percussion instruments. 

Implementation Display the written rhythms and remind children of the phrases used in the 

previous class lesson. Model how they can be used as a call and response technique 

using drums. Working in pairs, children to practise a call and response following the 

written rhythms and phrases using drums e.g. Call - I am growling, I am growling 

Response – roar, roar.   

6. What are your favourite Easter songs? 

Intent Children will sing learnt songs expressively with melodic and rhythmic accuracy.  

Implementation Children to sing all songs learnt this half term from singing assembly and from 

memory well-known songs from Easter, 



Impact Children will understand the structures of call and response and will 

recall songs demonstrating this technique. Children will be introduced to 

music notation and how slow and fast sounds can be written.   
 



Years 3/4 – Spring Term 2 – What is folk music? 

 

Year 3 to have weekly ukulele lessons 

1. How can we create seascape sounds? 

Intent Children will listen to a piece of music and describe the sounds they can hear and 

recreate these using their voices, body percussion and instruments.  

Implementation Introduce the unit for the half term, explaining we will be focusing on music from 

the British Isles. Display a map of the British Isles and discuss the islands and the 

fact we are surrounded by sea. Discuss what sounds can be heard at the seaside. 

In groups, children to experiment with their voices, body percussion and 

instruments to create sounds for a story at the seaside.  

Read the story aloud and each group to accompany it with their sounds.  

2. Where is the music from? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes. 

Children will learn to memory a range of British folk songs.  

Implementation Play the songs My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean, Fields of Athenry and London 

Bridge. Children to discuss where they think the songs are from. Explain the 

history and origin of each song. Children to learn the songs.    

3. What musical dimensions can we hear? 

Intent Children to listen to contrasting pieces of music and use specific musical 

vocabulary to describe what they can hear. pieces  

Implementation Remind children of key vocabulary used to describe music e.g., Duration, dynamics, 

pitch, structure, tempo, texture, and timbre. Have these displayed around the 

classroom. Play two pieces of music and ask children to write down what they can 

hear and what they think each piece of music represents. London Suite - Eric 

Coates and The Lark Ascending - Vaughan Williams. Children to feedback their 

findings using the key musical vocabulary.  

4. Where is the music from? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes. 

Children will learn to memory a range of British folk songs. 

Implementation Children to recap the songs from the previous singing assembly 

Play the songs Drunken Sailor, Lavender’s Blue and Auld Lang Syne. Children to 

discuss where they think the songs are from. Explain the history and origin of each 

song. Children to learn the songs.    

5. What are the names of notes on a musical stave? (Treble clef)   

Intent Children will play melody parts on tuned instruments with accuracy and control and 

developing instrumental technique. 

Implementation Play London Bridge to the children and introduce the children to the music (notes) 

of the song. Children to learn and play the song on a glockenspiel in preparation for 

performing the Folk songs learnt and music for an assembly.   

6. What are the names of the notes on a musical stave? (Treble clef)   

Intent Children will play melody parts on tuned instruments with accuracy and control and 

developing instrumental technique 

Implementation Children will perform the Folk songs they have learnt and play London Bridge on 

the glockenspiel to an audience.   



Impact Children will understand what folk music is and will know songs by heart 

originated from the British Isles. They will have a greater 

understanding of musical vocabulary and begin to use this accurately to 

describe compositions. Children will play tuned instruments with 

accuracy and control and develop their knowledge of written musical 

notes.   
 



Years 5/6 – Spring Term 2 - What is calypso? 

1. What is calypso? 

Intent Children will understand the origins of calypso and begin to know what this style of 

music is.   

Implementation Play children the song Calypso Rose – Calypso Queen  https://video.link/w/fXzAc 

and discuss the images, lyrics, rhythm, story of the song and how it made them 

feel. Using a slide show, introduce the children to the origins of calypso and how it 

has changed through history. Listen to two songs by Lord Kitchener – Place to Be 

and If You’re Brown. Discuss the differences between the songs and the messages 

they represent.   

2. What are the features of calypso music? 

Intent Children will sing songs in a calypso style, with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression. 

Implementation Play to the children the Banana Boat Song and ask them to listen to the rhythm, 

beats and the way the song is sung. Discuss the children’s ideas and model the 

features of the music. Explore how most calypso music follows these features – 

4/4 beat, verse and chorus structure, simple harmonies, and improvisation. 

Children to learn the song and then once confident with it, practise it incorporate 

actions. 

3. What is improvisation? 

Intent Children will be able create their own improvisations in the style of calypso.  

Implementation Play the children What’s the Story? Recap the features of calypso music and 

discuss the music notation. Explain to the children that they are going to add their 

own ‘news headlines’ to the song, which is part of the tradition of Calypso music 

where some sections are often made up on the spot (– which in music we call 

‘improvising’.)  In ‘What’s the Story?’, their news headlines are going to fit into the 

gaps in the chorus. Split the children into 3/4s to create their own headlines and 

practise with the song.  

Children to perform the whole piece, using their improvisations.  

4. What is reggae music? 

Intent Children will begin to know and understand what reggae music is and the similarities 

with calypso music They will sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy, 

fluency, control, and expression. 

Implementation Play Three Little Birds by Bob Marley and ask if the children have heard it before. 

Share and discuss the origins of reggae music and the links to calypso music. Teach 

children the song Three Little Birds, and once confident, choose volunteers to sing 

the verses as a solo or as a duet.    

5. How can percussion instruments be used in calypso music? 

Intent Children will understand the importance of percussion instruments in calypso music 

and play instruments using graphic notation.  

Implementation Hand out a range of percussion instruments to the children. Explain to the children 

they are banned from playing them as they are not playing them properly!!  Explain 

to the children that the people of Trinidad were banned from playing their 

percussion instruments by the government got around this ban by creating their 

own instruments, including steel pans. Children to listen to Tropical Bird Trinidad 

https://video.link/w/fXzAc


Steel Band and 'Love City Pan Dragons - Old Time Calypso' 

https://video.link/w/39CAc and discuss the music and instruments. 

Explain to the children they will be playing What’s the Story and focusing on 

different parts of the music. Remind children of the notes: quaver, pair of quavers 

minim and semibreve, children to practise their section of music with their 

instruments.   

6. How can percussion instruments be used in calypso music? 

Intent Children will understand the importance of percussion instruments in calypso music 

and play instruments using graphic notation. 

Implementation Children to practise What’s the Story using their instruments and the vocal 

headlines they created in the previous lessons, in preparation for a performance to 

the rest of the school, including the history of music and the songs they have 

learnt in singing assemblies.  

Impact Children will develop an understanding of the history of music and the origins 

of calypso and reggae. They will play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
 

https://video.link/w/39CAc


 

Music 

Summer Term 

Intent, 

Implementation, 

Impact 



Years 1/2 – Summer Term 1 – What is an orchestra? 

1. What are the sections (families) in an orchestra?

Intent Children will know the names of the sections in an orchestra and begin to identify 

the different instruments which make up each section. 

Implementation Discuss with the class different musical instruments the children know. Share 

pictures of instruments which are played in an orchestra and the names of the 

instruments. Explain to the class, an orchestra can be organised into 4 different 

families. In pairs, children to organise the instruments into the sections and 

discuss the groups they have put them into. Watch a clip 

https://video.link/w/gqDe showing a pupil meeting an orchestra. Children to 

reorganise the instruments if necessary; discuss how each section (strings, brass, 

woodwind and percussion) is played; their favourite sounds and instruments and 

why.  

2. Can popular songs also have an orchestra to play alongside them?

Intent Children will sing learnt songs expressively with melodic and rhythmic accuracy. 

Implementation Play to the children Feeling Good by Nina Simone and discuss if children have 

heard it before and what instruments they can here. Explain how many artists use 

orchestras and instruments to amplify and intensify their songs. Play Perfect by 

Ed Sheeran using an orchestra to strengthen his song. Teach children how to sing 

Perfect and practise the song.    

3. What are the sections (families) in an orchestra?

Intent Children will know the names of the sections in an orchestra and begin to identify 

the different instruments which make up each section. They will also begin to 

identify an instrument through the sound it makes.  

Implementation Recap the different sections of the orchestra and which instruments belong to 

each family (use flashcards to show the instruments). Discuss answers. 

Play the "Eric Coates - The Three Bears: A phantasy" pause at intervals to ask the 

children to discuss with their partners what they think the music represented 

(Goldilocks knocking on the door, running up the stairs, falling asleep) Play the 

piece again. Stop at various points and ask the children to discuss in their pairs 

what instruments they have heard, what family of instruments they belong to and 

to hold up the relevant flashcard.  

4. Can popular songs also have an orchestra to play alongside them?

Intent Children will sing learnt songs expressively with melodic and rhythmic accuracy. 

Implementation Recap songs which use orchestras and any more the children know. Play Hey Jude by 

The Beatles and explain how this song also used instruments form an orchestra to 

intensify the song. Children to learn the lyrics and practise singing the song.  

5. What instruments make up the different sections of an orchestra?

Intent Children will know the names of the sections in an orchestra and identify the 

different instruments which make up each section. They will also begin to identify 

an instrument through the sound it makes. 

Implementation Discuss previous lesson and the different instruments used to represent the 

stages of The Three Bears. Play the piece of music and recap musical vocabulary to 

describe the sounds: tempo, dynamics and timbre.  

Individually, quiz children on the sounds of orchestra instruments by playing the 

sound each instrument makes. Mark and discuss answers.  

https://video.link/w/gqDe


Impact Children will know what an orchestra is, the different sections within an 

orchestra and the instruments which can be played. They will also 

recognise the instruments and begin to know what the instruments 

sounds like and how it is played. Children will also use their voices 

expressively when singing, including the use of basic  

dynamics (loud and quiet) and singing short songs from memory, with 

melodic and rhythmic accuracy 
 



Years 3/4 – Summer Term 1 – What is a ballad? 

 

Year 3 to have weekly ukulele lessons 

1. What is a ballad? 

Intent Children will know what a ballad is and identify songs which are ballads.   

Implementation Play to the class a range of songs which are musical ballads. Discuss features which 

the songs have in common (speed, instruments, stories, lyrics, mainly a solo.) 

Explain the songs are ballads and how they tell a story written in short phrases 

called stanzas - similarly to poems.  

Play to the class Space Oddity by David Bowie. Discuss what the story is about and 

what happens in each part of the song. Children to fill in a storyboard showing 

what happens in the song.  

2. What are the features of a ballad?  

Intent Children will explain the features of a ballad.  

Children will sing longer songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy, control,  

fluency and a developing sense of expression including control of subtle  

dynamic changes. 

Implementation Recap the different ballads the children have heard and what are the features of 

a ballad. Children to recall the story of Space Oddity. Teach the children how to 

sing Space Oddity and practise singing the song.   

3. How do I write lyrics for a ballad? 

Intent Children will choose and write lyrics for an animation.  

Implementation Explain to the children they will be composing their own ballad based on an 

animation clip and using a well-known ballad instrumental piece to accompany the 

clip. Show children the animation 'Soar by Alyce Tzue.' Discus what happens in the 

clip focusing on the different ways of describing movement, colours and textures 

to ensure that they selecting the best vocabulary including feelings and describing 

facial expressions to show what the character might be feeling. In pairs, children 

will work together to create their own sentences using screen shots to summarise 

the story. Once finished, volunteers to share examples.  

4. What are the features of a ballad? 

Intent Children will explain the features of a ballad.  

Children will sing longer songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy, control,  

fluency and a developing sense of expression including control of subtle  

dynamic changes. 

Implementation Children to share the different ballads they have been listening to and what the 

features of a ballad are. Teach the children Unchained Melody and practise singing 

the song. Sing songs all the ballad songs the children have learnt.  

5. How do I write lyrics for a ballad?  

Intent Children will write lyrics for an animation and perform their ballad. 

Implementation Play a range of ballad instrumental music; children to choose their favourite piece 

which fits to the animation of Soar. In pairs from the previous class lesson, 

children will join another pair to share their ideas from the animation. Each group 

will have a different screen shot to write a verse for. The verse will have 4 lines, 

with the second and fourth rhyming. Model and use children’s ideas to write the 

chorus in which they will use in their ballad.  



Groups will perform and sing their verse with all children singing the chorus to the 

melody of the chosen instrumental ballad.  

Impact Children will know what ballads are, the features and will be able to 

identify songs as ballads. Children will play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their voices with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression. Children will listen with attention to detail and 

recall sounds with increasing aural memory and appreciate and 

understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 
 



Years 5/6 – Summer Term 1 – What are the characteristics of blues music? 

 

1. What do we mean by feeling blue? 

Intent Children will begin to understand what the history of blues music and the features 

of blues music.   

Implementation Explain to the children we are focusing on Blues music this half term. Play short 

clips of six pieces of Blues music that range from music written and sung in the 

late 1800s to the modern-day. While they are listening to each clip, the children 

will draw something in the corresponding numbered box on an expression sheet 

that represents the music for them. Discuss their responses. Explain that Blues 

songs tend to be about expressing feelings of sadness, worry, being tired and fed 

up, and overcoming bad luck and hardship. Blues music helps share feelings, getting 

rid of frustrations and having fun. Share the history of Blues music and how it 

gradually developed more structure and has influenced other music genres like 

Jazz and Rock. Share with the children a song from The Simpsons – Moanin Lisa 

which depicts her unhappiness towards her family.  

2. What are the origins of Blues music?  

Intent Children will recall the origins of Blues music and how it has developed. 

Children will sing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of musical styles with 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Implementation Recap the history of Blues music and what is meant by ‘feeling blue’. Play Blue 

Suede Shoes and Rock around the Clock to the classes and explain how the songs 

have incorporated rock within their songs, and how it still maintains a Blues style. 

Children to learn and practise singing both songs.    

3. What is a chord? 

Intent Children will know what a chord is and begin to play 12-bar Blues.  

Implementation Introduce children to playing chords, demonstrating this is two or more notes 

played together and usually, a chord will have a minimum of three notes being 

played together. Play an audio track, 12-bar Blues backing track, and explain to the 

children this is what they will learn to play. Display the chords for the music 

explain the 12-bar Blues is a sequence of 12 bars of music, during which three 

different chords are played in a particular sequence, each chord being played four 

times (children will only play two chords on the glockenspiel) Ask the children to 

clap in time and call out the names of the chords as each chord is played. Using 

glockenspiels children to practise playing the chords to the 12-bar Blues.  

4. What are the features of Blues music? 

Intent Children will explain the features of Blues music and recall examples they have 

heard.  

Children will sing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of musical styles with 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

Implementation Discuss the Blues music the children have heard so far and their favourite pieces. 

Play children Amy Winehouse version of Rehab and discuss the features of the music 

and how it is referred to as Blues music.   

Sing the songs from last singing assembly.  

Introduce children to Hound Dog, original version and how Elvis Presley incorporated 

Rock elements to the song. Teach children Hound Dog and practise singing the song.  

  



5. What is a Blues scale?  

Intent Children will explain what the 12-bar Blues consists of, recognise the symbols for 

flats and sharps and play a Blues scale.   

Implementation Introduce the children to the Blues scale and demonstrate how they will play the 

scale to the 12-bar Blues backing track from the previous class lesson. Show 

children the notes and discuss the flat and sharp notes; demonstrate how the 

notes are played in time with the track. Children to practise the scale on their 

glockenspiels and then play the scale alongside the backing track.  

Impact Children will know what Blues music is and where it originated from. 

Children will be able to explain what a chord is; how they are 

incorporated into 12-bar Blues music and will play simple chord 

sequences.  

Children will discuss musical genres, identifying how they have 

influenced each other and the development of musical styles. 

Children will sing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of musical 

styles with accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 
 



Years 1/2 – Summer Term 2 - How can music tell a story? 

1. What actions can we create to music? 

Intent Children will describe the characters, mood, and ‘story’ of music they listen to, 

both verbally and through movement. Children to use musical vocabulary to 

describe music.  

Implementation Introduce the unit to the children and how through our singing and class lessons 

we will be looking at how stories are told through music.  

Read the words to Teddy Bear’s picnic and see if the children can recall the song. 

Discuss the mood and story of the piece. Play the children the piece of music and 

discuss what they can hear e.g. instruments, tempo, dynamics and pitch. Children to 

work in pairs (and with their teddies) create a performance to the music, model 

ideas the children could do. Volunteers to share their performances.  

 

2. What are musicals?  

Intent Children will sing expressively, including the use of basic dynamics - loud and quiet. 

Implementation Discuss different musicals the children may have heard and explain what musicals 

are. Introduce children to I Just Can’t Wait to be King from The Lion King. Teach 

children the song and practise singing the song.  

Introduce the children to Any dream will do from Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat. Children to listen to the song and discuss the differences 

between the two pieces. Teach children the song and practise singing it.  

 

3. Which instruments represent characters, objects and moods best? 

Intent Children to select appropriate instruments which create the best sound for a 

story.  

Implementation Read We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen and children to join in with the 

story. Discuss which sounds/instruments would best suit sections of the story and 

why. Divide sections of the book: the grass, the river, the mud, the forest, the 

snow and the cave. Woking in groups of four, children to have a section of the book 

and decide upon which instruments (or voice sounds) best represent their section 

of the book. Once they have decided upon their instrument, groups to practise 

their pieces in preparation for performing it in front of an audience.  

4. What are musicals? 

Intent Children will sing expressively, including the use of basic dynamics - loud and quiet. 

Implementation Discuss musicals children have found out about and any sings they may know now. 

Children to sing the songs from the previous weeks, from the Lion King and Joseph 

and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat.  

Introduce children to the musical Annie and the story about Annie; play the song 

It a Hard Knock Life and children to learn and practise the song.  

 

5. Which instruments represent characters, objects and moods best? 

Intent Children to select appropriate instruments which create the best sound for a 

story and perform in front of an audience.  

Implementation Working in groups from last week, children to practise their pieces from We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt. Groups to then rehearse the whole piece together, reading 

and playing their parts in the correct order and at the time.  

Children to perform the piece during an assembly to the rest of the school.  



6. What are my favourite songs to sing? 

Intent Children will sing expressively, including the use of basic dynamics - loud and quiet 

and sing short songs from memory, with melodic and rhythmic accuracy 

Implementation Children to share their favourite songs they have sang over the year and sing 

them, including actions and percussion instruments where needed.   

Impact Children will describe the character, mood, or ‘story’ of music they listen to, 

both verbally and through movement and use musical vocabulary to describe 

music. Children will be able to select and create short sequences of sound 

with voices or instruments to represent an action, object or mood.  
 



Years 3/4 – Summer Term 2 – How do you create a soundscape in music? 

 

Year 3 to have weekly ukulele lessons 

1. What is a crescendo? 

Intent Children will listen to a piece of music and describe, using musical vocabulary, the 

sounds, and instruments they can hear.  

Implementation Introduce the title of the music the children are going to listen to and analyse 

‘Night on the Bare Mountain’ by Mussorgsky. Discuss what they think the title 

means and what types of music will be included. Children to listen to the whole 

piece of music and in groups discuss their ideas. Model and recap key musical 

vocabulary, including new vocabulary - crescendo.  

Split the piece into three sections; children to write down what they notice about 

each section and what do they think is happening at the precise moment in the 

story. Groups to share ideas with the class.  

2. What ‘story are the songs describing? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.   

Implementation Play the songs Under the Sea and I wanna be Like You (Disney songs). Discuss if 

the children have heard them before and what ‘story’ are the songs telling. 

Children to learn and practise singing the songs.    

3. What is ‘layering?’ 

Intent Children will create a piece of music with different layers and a clear structure. 

Implementation Children to work in groups from the previous session and familiarise themselves 

with the notes they made, whilst playing ‘Night on the Bare Mountain’ by 

Mussorgsky. Share a range of mountain images and groups to choose the image 

they feel represents the music best. Explain to the groups that they will be using 

tuned and untuned instruments to create the sounds of a mountain landscape. 

Model using instruments and explaining the concept of layering and the importance 

of making the music fit together, rather than each instrument clashing – making its 

own separate sound. Groups to explore and experiment with a variety of 

instruments.  

4. What ‘story’ are the songs describing? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.  

Implementation  Children to sing the songs from the previous singing session.  

Children to listen to the song The Marvellous Toy. Discuss what the story is 

describing and how/if it differs to the previous songs. Children to practise and learn 

the song.  

Play Raindrops Keep falling on my head and discuss the difference with the song and 

compare it to the previous songs. Children to practise and learn the song. 

5. What is ‘layering?’  

Intent Children will create a piece of music with different layers and a clear structure. 

Children will create soundscapes on tuned and untuned instruments with accuracy 

and control and developing instrumental technique 

Implementation Working in groups, children should have their different to coney their mountain 

scene. Share the criteria for the piece:  

One child practises playing their repeated rhythm over and over, then introduces 

another member of their group playing a different rhythm. 



Once the first two children are playing together, another member of the group can 

create atmospheric sounds, eg: maracas moving slowly as a background sound. 

The last person in the group uses a tuned percussion instrument to play the 

following based on the ‘Bare Mountain’ piece of music: 

C     B      A      B      C      E     A 

The children play their individual lines to build up the layers of music one at a time. 

Children to practise their piece and then perform them in front of their class. 

Children to evaluate pieces of music.  

6. What are my favourite songs to sing? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.   

Implementation Children to share their favourite songs they have sang over the year and sing 

them, including actions and percussion instruments where needed.   

Impact Children will understand what a soundscape is in music. They will have a 

greater understanding of musical vocabulary and use this accurately to 

describe compositions. Children will understand the term layering and 

will create pieces using different layer and a clear structure. They will 

play tuned and untuned instruments with accuracy and control and 

develop their knowledge of written musical notes.   
 



Years 5/6 – Summer Term 2 – What is popular music? 

 

1. What is the meaning of popular music? 

Intent Children will compare, discuss, and evaluate music using detailed musical vocabulary 

Implementation Explain to the children they will be writing and performing a song for the Year 6 

leavers assembly (year 5 will support the writing but not perform the piece during 

assembly) Play Never Forgot by Take That and discuss the purpose of the lyrics 

and the melody – how does it make the class feel?  

Children to research popular songs and make notes of lyrics and the arrangements. 

Discuss children’s findings.  

2. What are my favourite songs to sing? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes 

Implementation Discuss with the children which are their favourite songs to sing and which they 

would like to perform for their Leavers assembly. Year 5 children to choose their 

favourite songs to sing for the last assembly of the academic year. List songs and 

practise several of them.  

Choose three for the Leavers assembly and two for the last assembly of the 

academic year.  

3. Which lyrics create a purposeful sentiment for the end of year Leavers assembly? 

Intent Children will write their own lyrics to a popular song. 

Implementation Children to choose their favourite song from the list they researched, - in which 

they can use the same music but change the lyrics. In groups, children to work 

together to map out ideas to include in the song; model examples of themes they 

can use. Children begin to create lyrics to the tune. Share ideas.  

4. What do I need to do when I perform a solo? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.  

Children to perform a solo in a performance.  

Implementation  Children to sing the songs they have chosen from the previous singing session. 

Volunteers to audition to sing a solo/duets for some of the songs. Children to 

evaluate performances and choose solos/duets for the different songs.  

5. Which lyrics create a purposeful sentiment for the end of year Leavers assembly? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.  

Children to perform a solo in a performance 

Implementation Groups to complete their lyrics and share their final compositions. Children to 

arrange the lyrics within the song and then practise singing final piece in 

preparation for the Leavers assembly.  

6. What are my favourite songs to sing? 

Intent Children will be sing songs in a variety of musical styles with accuracy and control, 

developing a sense of expression including control of subtle dynamic changes.  

Children to perform a solos for a performance.  

Implementation Children to perform their Leavers assembly in front of the whole school and in 

front of families.  



Impact Children will understand what is meant by popular music. They will 

create their own purposeful lyrics to a song and sing in a variety of 

musical styles with accuracy and control, developing a sense of 

expression including control of subtle dynamic changes. Some children 

will perform solos or duets.  
 


