
 
Curriculum Overview – Music                ICM =  In Classical Music CDs 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 
 
          Year 1/2 

What is the difference between 
pulse and rhythm? 

Songs: 
Wind the Bobbin Up (different 
speeds) 
Wake Up 
Dingle Dangle Scarecrow 
John Kanaka 
There‛s A Tiny Caterpillar 
 
Listening: 
Jessel-Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers- Classics for Kids CD Track 
March of the Toys – Classics for 
Kids CD, Track 16 
Queen - We Will Rock You 
In The Hall of the Mountain King 
(ICM )CD 15, Track 1 

What is timbre in music? 
Songs: 
I am the Music Man 
Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo (Disney) 
Kumbaya 
Changing Channels (I turned on the 
television etc) 
My Favourite Things (Sound of 
Music) 
Chrstmas songs 
Listening: 
Camille Saint Saens – Carnival of 
the Animals 
Scott – TheToy Trumpet Classics 
for Kids CD Track 19 
Rimsky-Korsakov - Flight of the 
Bumblebee. 
Tarrega – (ICM) CD28,Track10 

What are dynamics and tempo and 
how can I create this? 

Songs: 
The Animals Went in Two by Two 
Going to the Zoo 
Everywhere Around Me 
Going Over the Sea 
Listening: 
Vivaldi: Vivaldi‛s Storm 
Beethoven: Moonlight Sonata 
Holst: Venus from the planets 
Prokofiev: Dance from the Knights 
Prokofiev: Examples from The 
Young Person‛s Guide to the 
Orchestra -Peter and the Wolf (CD) 
Saint-Saens:(Carnival of the 
Animals CD) Compare & contrast 
Track 6(Elephant) with Track 
11(Birds) 

What does call and response 
mean? 

Songs: 
Come Dance With Me 
Kye Kye Kule 
Day Oh 
All Night, All Day(Angels Watching 
Over Me) 
 
 
Listening: 
O Happy Day (Sister Act) 
Down By the Riverside 
Dueling Banjos 
Kevin MacLeod - Accralate 

What is an orchestra?  
Songs: 
Feeling Good 
Hey Jude 
Perfect 
Edelweiss (Sound of Music) 
Listening: 
 "Eric Coates - The Three Bears: 
A phantasy"  
"Doug Harville - Humoresque duet 
for oboe and clarinet"  
 "J.S.Bach - Sleepers awake on 
trombone -  
'Rainer Boschog - Sonata for horn 
solo 
Gergley Sugar, International 
Albanian Brass Festival  
Zilzen -Zildjian performance – 
cymbals 
 

How can music tell a story? 
Songs: 
Any Dream Will Do 
I Just Can‛t Wait to Be King (Lion 
King) 
It‛s a Hard Knock Life  
The Ugly Duckling  
A Tiny Seed Was Sleeping 
Listening: 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic - John Walter 
Bratton and Jimmy Kennedy 
Britten – ‘Dawn‛ from Peter Grimes. 
(ICM) 24, Track 5 
Grieg – In the Hall of the Mountain 
King (Peer Gynt). (ICM) CD15, Track 
1. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
        Yea3/4 

What does ostinato mean? 
Songs:(Rounds- keep groups 
repeating one phrase over and 
over as an ostinato,then add group 
with another phrase on top) 
Frere Jacques 
Across the Fields 
Canoe Song (dip, dip and swing = 
ostinato) 
Land of the Silver Birch 
 
Listening: 
Pachelbel‛s Canon (Bass line) 
(ICM) CD 22,Track 10. 
Ravel- Bolero (ICM) CD17,Track 3 
(ostinato rhythm on snare drums) 
Holst- Mars from The Planets (ICM) 
CD 7, Track 6 (Rhythmic ostinato) 

How is music written? 
Songs: 
Country Roads 
Let‛s Go Fly A Kite 
Who Put the Bomp 
Christmas songs 
 
 
Listening: 
Schubert:Impromptu (ICM) CD20, 
Track 7 (piano only) 
Beethoven: Symphony No.5 (ICM) 
CD 7, Track 1.(full orchestra) 
Pentatonix: Hallelujah (a capella- 
voices only) 
South African Jazz: Grazing. in the 
grass by Hugh Masekela (1968)‛. 
‘AfroPop: Pata Pata by Miriam 
Makeba (1966)‛. 
 Zulu/Isicathamiya: Inkanyezi 
Nezazi (1992) by Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo” 

What is a pentatonic scale? 
Songs: 
We Will Rock You  
Amazing Grace 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot 
Skye Boat Song 
Oh Susanna 
 
Listening: 
Shape of You (Ed Sheeran) 
Your Song (Elton John) 
My Girl(Temptations) – the opening 
guitar riff and melody are 
pentatonic. 
A variety of Chinese New Year 
Music 

What is folk music? 
(Britain & Ireland) 
Songs: 
Drunken Sailor 
Fields of Athenry 
Wellerman 
Auld Lang Syne 
Wild Rover 
My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean 
Lavender‛s Blue 
London Bridge is Falling Down 
 
Listening: 
Tintagel – Arnold Bax 
London Suite (Eric Coates) 
Scarborough Fair (Simon and 
Garfunkle) 
Danny Boy 
The Lark Ascending by Vaughan 
Williams 
The Wise Maid (Irish Instrumental) 
 

What is a ballad? 
Songs: 
Space Oddity 
Unchained Melody 
Everything I do  
 
 
Listening: 
Andrew Lloyd Webber – The 
Phantom of the Opera – The music 
of the night 
Whitney Houston – I will always love 
you  
Samantha Barks – On my own 
 
Film Clip: 
'Soar by Alyce Tzue' 

How do you create a soundscape in 
music? 

Songs: 
The Marvellous Toy song (Tom 
Paxton) 
Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head 
I Wanna Be Like You (Disney) 
Under the Sea (Disney) 
Listening: 
Mussorgsky – Night on the Bare 
Mountain 
Vivaldi 4 Seasons- Winter. (ICM) CD 
30, Track 1. 
Debussy - Jardins sous la pluie 
(Gardens in the rain) (ICM) CD 
33.Track 3 
 

 
 
 
        Year 5/6 

What is structure in music? 
Songs: 
Radio Gaga 
Believe 
Wonderful World 
 
Listening: 
Mozart: Rondo Alla Turca 
Bizet: Carmen – Prelude (ICM)10, 
Track 1 
Adele: Someone Like You 
Neil Diamond:Sweet Caroline 
Jeff Lynne: When I Was A Boy 

What are war songs? 
Songs: 
The National Anthem 
Jerusalem 
World In Union 
A melody of War songs 
Christmas songs 
 
Listening: 
Saint-Saens- Danse Macabre. (ICM) 
CD 15, Track 2. 
Dukas – The Sorcerer‛s 
Apprentice(ICM)CD 15, Track 10 
Saint-Saens-  Carnival of the 
Animals CD Tracks 1-15 
Vaughan Williams – The Lark 
Ascending (ICM) CD 18  Track 1 

What impact does music have in 
film? 

Songs: 
My Heart Will Go On (Titanic) 
Mamma Mia Songs (Abba) 
Wind Beneath My Wings (Beaches) 
Can‛t Help Falling In Love With You 
(Blue Hawaii) 
 
Listening: 
Strauss: Also Sprach 
Zarathustra.(ICM) CD9, Track 1 
Monty Norman: James Bond Theme 
Jaws Theme (the attack) 

What is calypso? 
Song 
London is the Place for Me – Lord 
Kitchener 
Banana Boat Song – Harry Belafonte 
Three Little Birds – Bob Marley 
 
Listening: 
Tropical Bird’ by the Trinidad 
Steel Band: 
'Love City Pan Dragons - Old Time 
Calypso'  
Calypso Song – Calypso Queen  
What‛s the Story?  

What are the characteristics of 
blues music? 

Songs: 
Amy Winehouse - Rehab 
Blue Suede Shoes - Elvis 
Rock Around the Clock 
Hound Dog – Big Mama Thornton 
(Elvis) 
Listening: 
Every Day I Have the Blues – BB 
King 
Backwater Blues – Bessie Smith 
Rainy Day Blues – Willie Nelson 
So many Rivers – Marcia Bell 
Crossroads Blues – Eric Clapton 
Moanin Lisa – The Simpsons 

What is popular music? 
 

Songs: 
Never Forget - Take That 
This is Me 
Reach – S Club 7 
Hall of Fame – The Script 
Count on me 
Any current pop songs 
Listening: 
Anything from Greatest 
Showman/Annie/Joseph (musicals) 
Beatles songs. 
Ed Sheeran:  
 



 
 

Musician of the Month 
September: Stevie Wonder        Western, Classical, Tradition and Film 

October: Tracy Chapman 

November: Bjork         Popular Music 

December: Tchaikovsky 

January: Freddie Mercury        Musical Traditions 

February: Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 

March: Florence Price 

April: ABBA 

May: Ludwig Van Beethoven 

June: Gamelan Gong Kebyar 

July: Damon Albarn 

 


