
Reception Time to Talk: Developing Words – What is it 
like in a castle? 

This term we will be exploring story books and non-fiction texts about knights, castles and 
dragons. We will be exploring story settings and characters, using new words to write 

descriptions and to retell the stories. We will also be investigating materials and why 

objects are made from certain things. 

These are some of the words we will be introducing to your child. They will be exploring 

and learning what they mean and attempting to say and use them themselves. You can 

help at home by talking about these words in sentences and finding these things to show 

to your child. You could also share stories at home at discuss what is happening, describe 

the story settings and what your child feels about the characters. 

 

 

 

fiction hero build castle 
tale villain investigating drawbridge 
beginning description structure moat 
setting middle materials protect 
character end experiment attack 
non-fiction trapped predict defence 



Time to Talk: Songs to sing at home 
Number Rhymes 

0 – round and round the page we go, that’s the way 

to make a 0. 

1 – a straight line down is lots of fun, that’s the way 

to make a 1. 

2 – around and back the railroad track, 2, 2, 2. 

3 – around the tree, around the tree, that’s the way 

to make a 3. 

4 – down and over, down once more, that’s the way 

to make a 4. 

5 – hat, neck, big old tummy.  

6 – big curve round and stir the mix, that’s the way 

 to make a 6. 

7 – across the sky and make a line, you’ll make a 7 

every time. 

8 – make an s but do not wait, race back up to make 

an 8. 

9 – first a circle then a line, you’ll make a 9 every 

time. 

 

 

Here are the rhymes we use to teach the children how to write      

each letter. Please, no capital letters yet! 


